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the officers' corps with real Nazis. Up to 1938 General
Fritsch, then Chief of the General Staff, saw to it that
reliable and politically independent men received com-
missions. Hundreds of young Catholics were picked from
among the thousands of aspirants, and Fritsch guided
them carefully in their army careers.
Only after he was sacked by Hitler were the doors
opened to the Nazis. The great increase in the number
of officers in the last two years has made the advancement
of these Nazi officers easier and more frequent.
Among the 27,000 officers in the Reichswehr when
Hitler started this war there was already an appreci-
able number of determined Nazis, although the influ-
ence of army life had in many cases tempered their
radical political views.
But before the end of 1940 the number of German
officers will be over 40,000. The newcomers will be
mainly hurriedly trained young men, who, if they are
not enthusiastic Nazis, will certainly not be opposed to
Nazism. It is the only political system they know from
their own experience.
And the Nazi-Soviet Alliance? I have heard many
people express the hope that the aristocratic generals
of the Reichswehr will oppose Hitler's friendship pact
with Stalin?
Why should they? Soviet Russia helped Germany's
post-war army to become what it is. Collaboration
with Russia was advocated by a number of Reichswehr
leaders after the German-Russian friendship treaty was
made in Rapallo in 1923.
At that time, Germany was under the restrictions
of the Treaty of Versailles, was forbidden to arm, pos-
sess an air force or heavy artillery. But the Reichswehr
leaders were determined to make Germany strong again.